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callingon theprovincialgov-
ernment to let it manage its

Idesignated riding area near, h-
Bear Lake,give themthe au- .
thority to ticket other rule ina
breaking bike riders and to e
buildan engineeredtrackat -i!

taxpayers'expense. .
Ken Umbmger says a

plan put forth by the Oka-
nagan Trail Riders Associa-
tion Thesday could resolve
someof theconflictsbetween
off-roadridersandotherback
country users.

T4ey want a stewardship
agreement over the one re-
mainirlgauthorizedplace in
the CentralOkanaganfor dirt
bikes.

Under that agreement,
; they wantthe abilityto disci-

pline riders who don't comply
with rules.

And finally, trail riders
want some $250,000 over two
years from city, -regional a..~
provincial governments to
build better trails and reduce
the impact of their bikes on
the environment

He said the stewardship
agreement-even with the
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Trail
riders
seekto
resolve
conflicts~
By MARsHALL JONES

STAFFREPORTER.

The local dirt bike club is
calling on the provincial gov- .
ernment to let it manage its
designated riding area near
Bear Lake, give them the au-
thority to ticket other rule'
breaking bike riders and to
build an engineeredtrack at ;,

} taxpayers' expense.
Ken Umbarger says a

plan put forth by the Oka-
nagan Trail Riders Associa-
tion Thesday could resolve
some of the conflicts between
off-road riders and other back
country users.

'IQ.eywant a stewardship
agreement over the one re-
mainii1g authorized place in

. the CentralOkanaganfor dirt
.. bikes.

Under that agreement,
they want the ability to disci-
pline riders who don't comply
with rules.

And finally, trail riders
want some $250,000 over two
years from city, regional and :
provincial governments to!
build better trails and reduce !
the impact of their bikes on !
the environment I

He said the stewardship !
agreement-even with the!
authority they request-isn't,..1
enough without the cash for :
trail building. !

"One and two doesn't \
,really do it without the resour- :" u b .

d !
ces,. m arger S31. i

'They can give us the au- j
thority but we don't have the !
money to do it ourselves. '

"If we don't have the i
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money to do the plan then...
the plan won't get done."

He admits it's a tough
sell, even as an environment-
al cause. He hopes they have
built enough clout with local
governments, including the
Lakeview Inigation District,
to work in their favour.

The trail riders associa-
tion has long stepped up to
represent a better side of dirt.
bike riders when the irrigation
district complained that wat-
er quality would soon suffer
from vandalism, watershed
damage and slumping hill-
sides from too much riding.

The club has been work-

ing to educate riders to show a

better face to their neighbours,
reduce noise and reduce con-
flicts.

Umbarger says he's seen
their territory reduced all
around the province for those
veryreasons. .

He and the club want to
put the time and money in now
to protect what they have. But
it's a message that not every-
one on two tires understands.

'That's a big part of our
education of the riding pub-
lic;' he says of nop-members.

'They don't understand
why they are closing riding
areas.

'They don't understand
because they don't get the
complaints; they are closing
because of noise, largely.

'We talk until we are blue
in the face about using after-
market pipes that are too loud.

"It's a huge problem with
private landowners and I can
completely empathize with
how they feel about it"

Recently, club members
travelled to Washington State
to see how they are taking care
of their investment there.

Umbarger says they hired
a consultant to construct the
trails and built "mini logging
roads" that can withstand
the damage caused by knob-
by tires. He said it would cost
$20,000 for theplan, $100,000
for equipment and the remain-
der for maintenance and other
costs.
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